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Course Syllabus
Spring 2026

Course Title: Suicide Risk Assessment Across Populations and Settings
Course Number: 18:821:511
Course Pre-Requisites: None
[image: ] Instructor & Course Assistant
Instructor: Nicole M. Cain, Ph.D.
Email: nicole.cain@rutgers.edu
Office Hours: Virtual Office Hours – see information on Canvas about office hours

Course Assistant: May Stern
Email: ms3751@gsapp.rutgers.edu
[image: ] Course Overview
Course Description:
This course addresses the assessment of suicide and related topics. In order to address suicide, one must assess suicide, but suicide assessment is not easy. Students are provided with an overview of psychological measurement and the theories and topics related to suicide that inform assessment. The main focus of the course will be reviewing the gold-standard measurements for suicide ideation and behavior, as well as understanding factors one should consider when picking an assessment for a particular use. Issues related to diversity and ethics will be attended to throughout the course.

This course is delivered fully online, asynchronously. Access our course site via Rutgers Canvas and log in using your NetID. If you need help accessing the course site contact Canvas Help.
This course is part of the Suicide Prevention, Practice, and Policy Certificate offered jointly by the School of Public Health (SPH) and the Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology (GSAPP).  
Certificate Competencies Addressed: The competencies addressed in this course include:
1. Summarize gold standard assessment tools for suicide risk used in specific contexts.
2. Evaluate the role of social, community, policy, or commercial factors in amplifying or mitigating suicide risk.
3. Evaluate current knowledge about suicide with respect to diverse identities and communities.
Please visit the School of Public Health’s website at sph.rutgers.edu for more information about the curriculum and competencies for this certificate. 

APA Core Competencies/Profession Wide Competencies: Individual and Cultural Diversity; Professional Values, Attitudes, and Behaviors; Communication and Interpersonal Skills; Assessment; Intervention

[image: ] Course Materials
Required Texts:
There is no required textbook for this course. Readings from primary sources will be provided in advance on Canvas. These readings are listed in the weekly course outline.  Students will be required to read a series of articles that address the major theories, principles, and techniques of suicide assessment.  There is an expectation that the readings you are assigned will be closely read. 

Technology Requirements:
This course requires that you access online resources in the University’s Canvas site. Please review the following link for Canvas Student Resources for assistance on getting started in Canvas. 

[image: ] Learning Objectives
Course Objectives: By the completion of this course, successful students will be able to:
A. Summarize foundational knowledge regarding suicidal behavior, including definitions, theories, etc.
B. Summarize foundational knowledge regarding assessment.
C. Appraise benefits and deficits of commonly used suicide assessments.
D. Select appropriate assessments for unique settings and populations.
E. Appraise ethical considerations regarding suicide assessment
F. Identify areas of integration of assessment and intervention

[image: ] Successful Course Completion
To support your success in this course, please focus on the following:

Course Communication: The instructor and course assistant will communicate with students primarily through the tools within the Canvas course. If you have a question that you feel may help other students as well, please post your question in the “Class Help: Ask A Question” discussion thread. If you have a personal concern or question you would like to talk about, please email the instructor directly. During the work week, the instructor will aim to respond within 48 hours. For communications posted/emailed over the weekend, the instructor will try to respond by the end of the business day on Tuesday for most situations. If the instructor is out of town and not able to respond to emails, the instructor will post a note on Canvas in Announcements. The goal will be to post grades within seven days of the final due date of the assignment, unless otherwise stated. 

Fostering Course Community: The instructor will work to foster community through discussion boards, online activities, etc. Students are encouraged to get to know each other and contribute their particular strengths, expertise, and experience to enrich the class. Working with your classmates, explaining concepts to each other, and interacting with your instructor (and course assistant) are the most effective ways to understand the course concepts and succeed in this course. By posting questions on Canvas (rather than via email) the entire class has the benefit of learning from the discussions, so please consider posting your question as a first option. 

Canvas Announcements: This course will use Announcements in Canvas to share course information, highlight lessons learned, and send reminders. Be sure you review your notification settings in Canvas so that you receive these Announcements using your preferred contact method. In addition, please be sure to check the Announcements tab at least once each week in the Canvas shell for this course. 

Module Schedule: All course deadlines are listed in Eastern Time Zone. Canvas will record all deadlines in this time zone. If you are in a different time zone, plan accordingly. Each week will begin on a Tuesday (Day 1) and will end on Monday (Day 7). In order to complete all of the module assignments, you should plan to spend approximately 8 hours per week on the course material for a total of approximately 120 hours of course-related activities (discussion boards, assignments, papers, videos, readings, etc.).

By the end of each week (Day 7), you should complete the following: 
1) Reading/Viewing the assigned materials. 
2) Participation in Discussion Board, if assigned (see course schedule below). 
3) Graded assignments, if assigned (see course schedule below). These assignments are due by Monday at 11:59pm (Day 7), unless otherwise noted. 

Discussion Board Guidelines and Expectations: Discussion prompts will be posted on Canvas if assigned. You will utilize readings, videos, and other information to inform and engage in the discussion boards each week. Respect, critical thinking, and application of knowledge will guide these discussions. Original posts for Discussions are due by Thursday at 11:59 pm (Day 3) and your replies are due Sunday at 11:59pm (Day 6). The instructions and expectations for the Discussion Board, including a rubric, are posted on Canvas. 

[image: ]Course REQUIREMENTS & Grading
Student grades will be based on the following activities:

	ASSIGNMENTS
	Competencies Assessed
	Objectives Assessed
	Day 1 Date
	Grade %

	Discussion Boards.  Our greatest class resource is you! Your thoughts, ideas, questions, and comments will enrich everyone’s learning experience. Be prepared by watching the videos and reading the assigned articles each week. Discussion board submissions should be at least 200 words. Students will also respond to the submission of at least one classmate. A rubric and additional details are provided on Canvas. (40 points)

	1-3
	A-F
	As assigned
	20%

	Assignment 1: Vignette Writing.  Each student will write a brief vignette describing an individual struggling with suicide thoughts and/or behaviors. You may use a fictional character from TV, film, literature, or other figure in the media as your inspiration. If you are working clinically with clients, you may write about a client you have worked with (*must be deidentified*). The vignette should be at least one page and will include the suicide intent, method, plan, and examples of suicide thoughts that this person is experiencing. A rubric and additional details are provided on Canvas. (25 points)

	2, 3
	A, C
	2/10/26 (Day 7)
	10%

	Assignment 2: Risk Assessment of a Vignette. Each student will read a vignette written by another student and will conduct a risk assessment of the individual in the vignette. The risk assessment will include the person’s suicide intent, method, plan, and suggestions for appropriate intervention (e.g., safety planning, crisis intervention, treatment recommendations, etc.). A rubric and additional details are provided on Canvas. (30 points)

	2
	A, B, F
	3/3/26 (Day 7)
	15%

	Assignment 3: Suicide Assessment Presentation.  In groups of 2-3, students will be assigned a suicide assessment measure not discussed in depth in course materials and create a 10- to 15-minute video presentation describing its attributes, pros/cons, suggested uses, and ideal environment of use. Groups (and the measure) will be assigned in advance by the instructor. A rubric and additional details are provided on Canvas. (30 points)

	1
	B, C, D
	3/24/26 (Day 7)
	15%


	Assignment 4: Suicide Assessment Role-Play and Refection Paper. Students will participate in a simulated role-play activity on suicide assessment using Genius Academy. Students will then submit a brief (1-2 page, double spaced) reflection paper on their role-play, highlighting areas of growth for their suicide assessment skills. A rubric and additional details are provided on Canvas. (25 points)
	2-3
	A, B
	4/14/26 (Day 7)
	10%

	Final Project. Students will create a visually appealing 1-page handout tailored for a specific setting (e.g., foster care agency, VA hospital, nursing home, community mental health clinic, etc.). The handout should provide a persuasive argument for including suicide assessment in that setting, including a description of the setting, the population served, and the specific needs of that setting related to suicide assessment. The handout should also outline how suicide assessment can be integrated into the setting, including measurement, plan for scoring, and integration of measurement into existing services. Prior approval of the setting by the instructor is required. A rubric and additional details are provided on Canvas. (60 points)

	1-3
	A-F
	Proposal (4/7/26 – Day 7)

Final Handout (5/5/26 – Day 3)
	30%

	TOTAL:
	
	
	
	100



Grading Scale: 
	[bookmark: Title_Grade_Ranges]Grade
	Range

		A
	100 – 90

		B+
	< 90 - 84

		B
	< 84 - 80

		C+
	< 80 - 74

		C
	< 74 - 70

		D
	< 70 - 60

		F
	60 and Below




[image: ] Academic Policies
Learning Management System: Canvas will be used throughout the semester for course syllabus, assignments, announcements, communication and/or other course-related activities. It is the student’s responsibility to familiarize themselves with Canvas and check it regularly. If you have difficulties accessing Canvas, please inform the instructor and Canvas Support (help@oit.rutgers.edu). Canvas is accessible at canvas.rutgers.edu. 

Late Assignments Policy: Assignment deadlines are given to allow me enough time to grade and return your work in a timely manner. Assignments that are late (submitted after Monday at 11:59pm) without an extension that was requested prior to the deadline are subject to a 5 point reduction per day. There will be no late assignments accepted for discussion board postings. 

Academic Integrity: Work submitted for this course must be your own. The University’s academic integrity policy, to which this class will adhere, can be reviewed at: http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-at-rutgers/ 

AI Policy: Artificial intelligence (AI) can be a useful tool for brainstorming or gathering information quickly. This course permits the use of Generative AI (GenAI) as a resource for outlining and structuring assignments or ideas, grammar checking and improving writing quality, summarizing lengthy readings, and practicing acquired skills. However, transparency is crucial. Students are required to explicitly cite any GenAI tools they utilize in the creation of their work. This citation requirement allows for the acknowledgement of the collaborative nature of GenAI in the learning process while enabling the assessment of student learning to remain focused on the achievement of the learning objectives.  One important caveat, under no circumstances should clinical information be entered into an GenAI tool (e.g., transcripts from sessions or case conceptualizations). This would be considered a violation of HIPAA and the academic integrity policy. 
[image: ] Accommodations

Please let me know if there is anything I can do to make it easier for you to learn in my class and I will try to accommodate what I can. Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational programs. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake interview, and provide documentation: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, the Office of Disability Services (ODS) will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this process, please complete the Registration form on the ODS web site at: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form

Anyone who is not able to navigate this process should feel free to contact me directly, in whatever method works best, to let me know how the classroom environment and our assignments can be tailored to meet your needs. You do not need to disclose diagnoses to me to receive support or unofficial accommodation. 

[image: ] Student Support Services
Academic Services:
· For academic support visit Rutgers Academics Student Support.
· Any student can obtain tutoring and other help at the Learning Centers on each campus. Check the website.
· Many library resources are available online. Assistance is available through phone, email, and chat. For information, check the Rutgers Libraries website.
Names and Pronouns: Class rosters are provided to the instructor with the student’s legal name. I will gladly honor your request to address you by an alternate name or gender pronoun. Please advise me of this preference so that I may make appropriate changes to my records. 

Respect for Diversity: An effective learning environment values diversity, and diverse perspectives will be celebrated and treated with respect in this class.  It is my intent that students from diverse backgrounds and perspectives be well-served by this course, that students' learning needs be addressed both in and out of class, and that the diversity that the students bring to this class be viewed as a resource, strength, and benefit. 

Every student, regardless of sex, gender, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, religion, size, disability, or any other identity category, is a valuable addition to our community. In fact, it is the diversity of our experiences that will enrich the course content, as our fundamental goal is to expand and deepen our understanding of the human condition. I encourage every student to share their own experiences as they choose, but I also stress that no student is ever presumed or asked to speak for anything or anyone more than their own experience. 

I recognize that I have gaps in my understanding when it comes to aspects of diversity, equity, and inclusion. If there are any aspects of this course that result in barriers to your inclusion in our learning community, or if anything at all comes up that impacts your ability to participate fully in this course, please contact me or the course assistant privately without fear of reprisal.  Any suggestions for how I can make this class a more inclusive and inviting space are encouraged and appreciated. 

[image: ] COURSE Schedule
	Module & Course Topic
	Day 1 Date
	Assigned Readings, Videos, & Assignment Due

	1
Course Overview
What is Suicide Risk Assessment and How It Relates to Prevention 

	1/20/26
	Familiarize Yourself with our Canvas Site! 

Read: 
Ryan, E.P. & Oquendo, M.A. (2020). Suicide risk assessment and prevention: Challenges and opportunities. Focus (American Psychiatric Publishing), 18(2), 88-99. https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.focus.20200011

Watch:
Module 1 Video

Assignment Due: 
Introduce Yourself Discussion Post! (Day 3)


	2 
Suicide Risk Factors – An Imperfect Science 

	1/27/26
	Read:
Franklin, J. C., Ribeiro, J. D., Fox, K. R., Bentley, K. H., Kleiman, E. M., Huang, X., Musacchio, K. M., Jaroszewski, A. C., Chang, B. P., & Nock, M. K. (2017). Risk factors for suicidal thoughts and behaviors: A meta-analysis of 50 years of research. Psychological Bulletin, 143(2), 187–232. https://doi.org/10.1037/bul0000084

Fowler, J. C. (2012). Suicide risk assessment in clinical practice: pragmatic guidelines for imperfect assessments. Psychotherapy, 49(1), 81-90.

Watch:
Module 2 Video
Dr. Rory O’Connor – Understanding the Transition from Suicidal Thoughts to Suicidal Acts 

Assignment Due: 
Module 2 Discussion Post & Reply (Day 3 & Day 6)
 

	3
Psychological Theories and Models of Suicide 
	2/3/26
	Read:
Lewis, K. C., Meehan, K. B., Cain, N. M., & Wong, P. S. (2016). Within the confines of character: A review of suicidal behavior and personality style. Psychoanalytic Psychology, 33(1), 179-202.

Optional Readings: 
Van Orden, K.A., Witte, T.K., Cukrowicz, K.C., Braithwaite, S.R., Selby, E.A., & Joiner, T.E. (2010). The interpersonal theory of suicide. Psychological Review, 117(2), 575-600. https://doi.org/10/1037/a0018697

O’Connor, R.C. & Kirtley, O.J. (2018). The integrated motivational-volitional model of suicidal behavior. Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London. Series B, Biological Sciences, 373(1754), 20170268. https://doi.org/10.1068/rstb.2017.0268

Klonsky, E.D., Pachkowski, M.C., Shahnaz, A., & May, A.M. (2021). The three-step theory of suicide: Description, evidence, and some useful points of clarification. Preventative Medicine, 152, 106549. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ypmed.2021.106549

Watch:
Module 3 Video
Dr. Rory O’Connor – Understanding the Psychology of Suicide: The IMV Model
Dr. Thomas Joiner – Why Do People Die by Suicide?
Dr. David Klonsky – Understanding Suicide Risk

Assignment Due:
Module 3 Discussion Post & Reply (Day 3 & Day 6)


	4
Social Determinants and Structural Risk Factors for Suicide
	2/10/26
	Read:
Gallagher, K., Phillips, G., Corcoran, P., Platt, S., McClelland, H., O’Driscoll, M., & Griffin, E. (2025). The social determinants of suicide: An umbrella review. Epidemiologic Reviews, 47(1), mxaf004. https://doi.org/10.1093/epirev/mxaf004

Na, P. J., Shin, J., Kwak, H. R., Lee, J., Jester, D. J., Bandara, P., Kim, J. Y., Moutier, C. Y., Pietrzak, R. H., Oquendo, M. A., & Jeste, D. V. (2025). Social determinants of health and suicide-related outcomes: A review of meta-analyses. JAMA Psychiatry, 82(4), 337–346. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2024.4241

Luxton, D. D., June, J. D., & Fairall, J. M. (2012). Social media and suicide: A public health perspective. American Journal of Public Health, 102 Suppl 2(Suppl 2), S195–S200. https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2011.300608

Watch:
Module 4 Video
Law – Behind the Screens: Exploring the Use of TikTok Data to Understand Suicide Risk 

Assignment Due:
Assignment #1 (Day 7)


	5
Suicide Assessment Tools

	2/17/26
	Read: 
· Erford, B. T., Jackson, J., Bardhoshi, G., Duncan, K., & Atalay, Z. (2018). Selecting suicide ideation assessment instruments: A meta-analytic review. Measurement and Evaluation in Counseling and Development, 51, 42-59.
·  https://doi.org/10.1080/07481756.2017.1358062

Pollak, O.H., Sheehan, A.E., Walsh, R.F.L., Stephenson, A.R., Zell, H., Mayes, J., Lawrence, H.R., Bettis, A.H., & Liu, R.T. (2024). Assessment of suicidal thoughts and behaviors in adults: A systematic review of measure psychometric properties and implications for clinical and research utility. Clinical Psychology Review, 112, 102464. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cpr.2024.102464

Review: C-SSRS, SBQ, PHQ-9, ASQ

Optional Reading: 
Liu, R.T., Bettis, A.H., Lawrence, H.R., Walsh, R.F.L., Sheehan, A.E., Pollak, O.H., Stephenson, A.R., Kautz, M.M., & Marlowe, R.M. (2025). Measures of suicidal thoughts and behaviors in children and adolescents: A systematic review and recommendations for use in clinical and research settings. Assessment, 32(3), 303-320. https://doi.org/10.1177/10731911241249438

Watch: 
Module 5 Video
C-SSRS Ideation Video & C-SSRS Behavior Video
Suicide Risk Assessment Demonstration Video

Assignment Due:
Module 5 Discussion Post & Reply (Day 3 & Day 6)


	6
Protective Factors and Strengths-Based Assessment

	2/24/26
	Read: 
Bakhiyi, C. L., Calati, R., Guillaume, S., & Courtet, P. (2016). Do reasons for living protect against suicidal thoughts and behaviors? A systematic review of the literature. Journal of Psychiatric Research, 77, 92–108. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpsychires.2016.02.019

Tsypes, A., Kaurin, A., Wright, A. G. C., Hallquist, M. N., & Dombrovski, A. Y. (2022). Protective effects of reasons for living against suicidal ideation in daily life. Journal of Psychiatric Research, 148, 174–180. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpsychires.2022.01.060

Rogers, M. L., Gai, A. R., Lieberman, A., Musacchio Schafer, K., & Joiner, T. E. (2022). Why does safety planning prevent suicidal behavior? Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 53(1), 33-41. 41. https://doi.org/10.1037/pro0000427

Review: Reasons for Living Scale

Watch:
Module 6 Video
Suicide Safety Planning Demonstration Video

Assignment Due:
Module 6 Discussion Post & Reply (Day 3 & Day 6)


	7
Crisis Intervention, Imminent Risk, & Suicide Crisis Syndrome



	3/3/26
	Read: 
Schuck, A., Calati, R., Barzilay, S., Bloch-Elkouby, S., & Galynker, I. (2019). Suicide Crisis Syndrome: A review of supporting evidence for a new suicide-specific diagnosis. Behavioral Sciences & the Law, 37, 223-239. https://doi.org/10.1002/bsl.2397

Hoyt, T., Holliday, R., Simonetti, J.A., & Monteith, L.L. (2021). Firearm lethal means safety with military personnel and veterans: Overcoming barriers using a collaborative approach. Professional Psychology, Research, and Practice, 52(4), 387-395. https://doi.org/10.1037/pro0000372. 

Stanley, B. & Brown, G.K. (2012). Safety Planning Intervention: A brief intervention to mitigate risk. Cognitive & Behavioral Practice, 19, 256-264. 

Review: Stanley-Brown Safety Plan Form

Watch: 
Module 7 Video
Stanley-Brown Safety Planning Intervention Videos
Suicide Crisis Syndrome Video

Assignment Due:
Assignment #2 (Day 7)


	8
Ethics in Suicide Assessment 

	3/10/26
	Read: 
Bernert, R.A. & Roberts, L.W. (2012). Ethical considerations in the assessment and management of suicide risk. Focus (American Psychiatric Publishing), 10(4), 467-472. 

Pal, S., & Ramanathan, S. (2023). Ethical considerations in dealing with suicide in different populations. Focus (American Psychiatric Publishing), 21(2), 173–177. https://doi.org/10.1176/appi.focus.20220082

Ward-Ciesielski, E.F. & Rizvi, S.L. (2021). The potential iatrogenic effects of psychiatric hospitalization for suicidal behavior: A critical review and recommendations for research. Clinical Psychology: Science and Practice 28(1), 60–71. https://doi.org/10.1111/cpsp.12332

Watch: 
Module 8 Video

Assignment Due:
No assignment due


	Spring Break!
	
	

	9
Using Interviewing Skills in Suicide Assessment

	3/24/26
	Read: 
Sommers-Flanagan, J. (2018). Conversations about suicide: Strategies for detecting, and assessing suicide risk. Journal of Health Service Psychology, 44, 33-45. 

Sommers-Flanagan, J. & Sommers-Flanagan, R. (1995). Intake interviewing with suicidal patients: A systematic approach. Professional Psychology: Research and Practice, 26(1), 41-47.

Rudd, M.D. & Bryan, C.J. (2022). Finding effective and efficient ways to integrate research advances into the clinical suicide risk assessment interview. Frontiers in Psychiatry: Perspective, 13, 846244. 
 
Watch: 
Module 9 Video
Applying Motivational Interviewing in Suicide Risk Assessment Video

Assignment Due:
Assignment #3 (Day 7)


	10
Suicide Assessment Across Diverse Settings

	3/31/26
	Read: 
Horowitz, L.M., Ryan, P.C., Wei, A.X., Boudreaux, E.D., Ackerman, J.P., & Bridge, J.A. (2023). Screening and assessing suicide risk in medical settings: Feasible strategies for early detection. Focus, 21(2), 145-151. 

Pritchard, T.R., Buckle, J.L., Thomassin, K., & Lewis, S.P. (2025). Rural suicide: A systematic review and recommendations. Clinical Psychological Science, 13(1), 3-17. 

Crepeau-Hobson, F. (2013). An exploratory study of suicide risk assessment practices in the school setting. Psychology in the Schools, 50(8), 810-822. 

Review: Jail Suicide Assessment Tool & Prison Suicide Risk Assessment Checklist

Optional Reading: 
Erbacher, T.A. & Singer, J.B. (2018). Suicide risk assessment monitoring: The missing piece in suicide risk assessment. Contemporary School Psychology, 22(2), 186-194. https://doi.org/10.1007/s40688-017-0164-8

Watch: 
Module 10 Video
Watch All Group Presentation Videos

Assignment Due:
Discussion Post – Provide Constructive Feedback for Group Presentations (Day 6)


	11
Assessing Suicide in Children, Adolescents, and Young Adults

	4/7/26
	Read: 
Pettit, J. W., Buitron, V., & Green, K. L. (2018). Assessment and management of suicide risk in children and adolescents. Cognitive and Behavioral Practice, 25(4), 460–472. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cbpra.2018.04.001

Xiao, Y., Meng, Y., Brown, T. T., Keyes, K. M., & Mann, J. J. (2025). Addictive screen use trajectories and suicidal behaviors, suicidal ideation, and mental health in US youths. JAMA, 334(3), 219–228. https://doi.org/10.1001/jama.2025.7829

Optional Reading:
Arnon, S., Brunstein Klomek, A., Visoki, E., Moore, T. M., Argabright, S. T., DiDomenico, G. E., Benton, T. D., & Barzilay, R. (2022). Association of cyberbullying experiences and perpetration with suicidality in early adolescence. JAMA Network Open, 5(6), e2218746. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2022.18746

Watch: 
Module 11 Video
Dr. Randy Auerbach: Adolescent Suicidal Thoughts and Behavior: Novel Methods to Improve Detection and Treatment

Assignment Due:
Final Project Proposal (Day 7)


	12
Assessing Suicide in Older Adults 
	4/14/26
	Read: 
Heisel, M.J., Duberstein, P.R., Lyness, J.M., & Feldman, M.D. (2010). Screening for suicide ideation among older adult primary care patients. Journal of the American Board of Family Medicine, 23(2), 260-269. 

Mezuk, B., Ko, T.M., Kalesnikava, V.A., & Jurgens, D. (2019). Suicide among older adults living in or transitioning to residential long-term care, 2003-2015. JAMA Network Open, 2(6), e195627. 

VanOrden, K. & Conwell, Y. (2011). Suicides in late life. Current Psychiatry Reports, 13(3), 234-241. 

Watch: 
Module 12 Video
Dr. Kim VanOrden: Social Connection is Medicine: Targeting Social Isolation and Loneliness to Reduce Suicide in Late Life

Assignment Due:
Assignment #4 (Day 7)


	13
Assessing Suicide in Diverse Populations 

	4/21/26
	Read: 
· Molock et al. (2023). Culturally responsive assessment of suicidal thoughts and behaviors in youth of color. American Psychologist, 78(7), 842-855

Chu, J., Floyd, R., Diep, H., Pardo, S., Goldblum, P., & Bongar, B. (2013). A tool for the culturally competent assessment of suicide: The Cultural Assessment of Risk for Suicide (CARS) measure. Psychological Assessment, 25(2), 424-434.

Zullo, L., van Dyk, I. S., Ollen, E., Ramos, N., Asarnow, J., & Miranda, J. (2021). Treatment recommendations and barriers to care for suicidal LGBTQ youth: A quality improvement study. Evidence-based Practice in Child and Adolescent Mental Health, 6(3), 393–409. https://doi.org/10.1080/23794925.2021.1950079

Watch: 
Module 13 Video
Dr. Sherry Davis Molock: Culturally Responsive Assessment of Suicidal Thoughts and Behaviors in Youth of Color

Assignment Due:
Module 13 Discussion Post & Reply (Day 3 & Day 6)


	14
Advances in Suicide Assessment

	4/28/26
	Read: 
Kleiman, E.M., Turner, B.J., Fedor, S., Beale, E.E., Huffman, J.C., & Nock, M.K. (2017). Examination of real-time fluctuations in suicidal ideation and its risk factors: Results from two ecological momentary assessment studies. Journal of Abnormal Psychology, 126(6), 726-738. 
https://doi.org/10.1037/abn0000273

Fonseka, T.M., Bhat, V., Kennedy, S.H. (2019). The utility of artificial intelligence in suicide risk prediction and the management of suicidal behaviors. Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry, 53(10), 954-964. 

Walsh, C.G., Ripperger, M.A., Novak, L., et al. (2025). Risk-model guided clinical decision support for suicide screening: A randomized clinical trial. JAMA Network Open, 8(1), e245371. 
https://doi.org:10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2024.52371

Watch:
Module 14 Video
Dr. Katie Lewis – Transforming Suicide Risk Assessment 

Assignment Due:
Module 14 Discussion Post & Reply (Day 3 & Day 6)


	15
Course Wrap-Up
	5/5/26
	Read: 
No reading

Watch: 
Module 15 Video

Assignment Due:
Final Project (Day 3)
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